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Beckendorff Junior High School 

Katy Independent School District 
ǒ Integrity + Commitment + Teamwork = Success ǒ 

 
 

November 14, 2008 

 

It has been a very busy six weeks!  Hopefully everyone has finally recovered from 

Hurricane Ike.  We have spent a great deal of time catching up in the classroom and getting 

back on target with our curriculum timelines.  Overall, the kids have been very resilient and 

they havenôt missed a beat. 

 

Over the last two weeks, your students have probably spoken to you about the benchmark 

tests that they have been taking in class.  We have taken benchmark tests at BDJH before, 

but we have never done them so early in the year.  This year, our teachers decided that we 

would benefit from benchmark scores earlier.  The data gained through benchmark testing 

will allow our teachers to target difficult objectives and place students in the correct 

tutorials.  We believe all of this hard work will lead us to our goal of EXEMPLARY!! 

 

Finally, I would like to thank our parents for being so supportive of our students, teachers, 

staff, and school.  Education is truly a team effort.  At BDJH, we believe it is important that 

ALL team members actively and positively participate, that we build long-term 

relationships, and we work collaboratively to solve problems as they arise.  I know that we 

share these values with our community and we look forward to many years of future 

success! 

 

Thanks for always supporting the Bears!! 

 

 

 

 

Ted Vierling 

Principal 

Beckendorff Junior High School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

**Monthly school calendar is available on the BDJH website**  
 

 

 

 

Important Dates:  
 
Check your studentôs athletic schedule for 

game dates and times. 
 

11/15- Theatre Workday- 10am-3pm 

 
11/16-21- American Education Week 

 

11/18- Pep Squad Clinic after school in the 
LGI 

 

11/18- Math Benchmark Test- all grades 
 

11/18- Girls Basketball Parent Meeting @ 

6:15pm in the LGI 
 

11/19- Reading Benchmark Test- all grades 

 
11/21- Fall Theatre Presentation in the BDJH 

Cafeteria- 7pm 

 
 ñShita-Kiri -Suzumeò 

 

11/21- Cherrydale Prize Party- during school 

 

11/22- Fall Theatre Presentation in the BDJH 

Cafetaria- 7pm 
 

11/26-28- Thanksgiving Holidays 
 

12/3- Progress Reports go home 

 
12/5- Elementary Fine Arts Tour 

 

12/6- DI Workshop- BDJH  
 

12/9- Orchestra Concert- 5pm and 7pm in the 

BDJH Cafeteria 
 

12/10- Band Concert @ 7pm in the SLHS PAC 

 
12/11- Choir Concert @ 7:30pm in the SLHS 

PAC 

 
12/12- Faculty/Student Volleyball Game @ 

1:35pm 

 
12/18- BDJH Spelling Bee @ 5:30pm- LGI 

 

12/19- Early Dismissal @ 11:35am 
 

12/22- Winter Break begins 

 
1/5- Student Holiday- Teacher Work Day 

 

1/6- Return from Winter Break 

 

 

6ÏÈÛɀÚɯÐÕɯÛÏÐÚɯÕÌÞÚÓÌÛÛÌÙȳȳ 
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6ÏÈÛɀÚɯ-ew at BDJH? 
 

How to contact us  

 

1. Navigate  through the KISD website or type in the web address below.  You will be able to contact 

teachers, paraprofessionals, and administrative staff through our web email system.   

 

http://kisdwebs.katyisd.org/campuses/bdjh/Pages/Default.aspx  

 

 

2. Sign up for the Parent Information Center - It will allow you to receive eNews and you can also 

ÙÌÝÐÌÞɯàÖÜÙɯÊÏÐÓËɀÚɯÚ×ÌÕËing habits in the cafeteria.  You can find the link on the upper right 

hand side of the KISD main web page.  This is a great tool- be sure to use it.   

 

Contact Nancy Stevens (281)237-8805 if you need assistance. 

 

 

Benchmark Testing and Tutorials  

 

As we fiÕÐÚÏɯÉÌÕÊÏÔÈÙÒɯÛÌÚÛÐÕÎɯÛÏÐÚɯÞÌÌÒȮɯÉÌɯÈÞÈÙÌɯÛÏÈÛɯàÖÜÙɯÚÛÜËÌÕÛɀÚɯÛÌÈÊÏÌÙÚɯÔÈàɯÉÌɯÊÖÕÛÈÊÛÐÕÎɯàÖÜɯ

about tutorials.  These benchmark tests will give us data that will allow teachers to determine areas for 

growth.  If you have any questions about tutorials, cont ÈÊÛɯàÖÜÙɯÊÏÐÓËɀÚɯÛÌÈÊÏÌÙȹÚȺɯÖÙɯÏÐÚɤÏÌÙɯÎÙÈËÌɯÓÌÝÌÓɯ

counselor.   
 

 

Pep Squad, Cheerleader, and Mascot  Information : 

 

Dec. 5th :  We will have a pep squad meeting on Dec. 5th in the LGI during advisory.   The basketball 

schedule will be handed out.   Pep squad members will learn the basketball cheers. 

 

Mar. 9th -12th:  Cheerleader/Mascot tryouts for the 2009-2010 school year will take place March 9th-March 

12th.  All students in terested in trying out must attend the student meeting on Feb. 12 during advisory.  

The parents of interested students must attend the parent tryout meeting on Feb. 19th from 6:00 pm - 7:00 

pm in the LGI.   Students must have fulfilled all pep squad require ments to try out for cheerleader.   

 

 

Basketball Season Starts Next Week 

 

Please come out and support the Bear Basketball Players!!  They need your support!!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://kisdwebs.katyisd.org/campuses/bdjh/Pages/Default.aspx
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Orchestra News  

 

Orchestra picture day Thursday (20th) during class time. Students need to bring their formal uniform to 

school that day. 

 

Region Orchestra Concert Saturday, November 22 at 4pm and 4:45pm at Taylor HS. 

 

Spring Trip ɬ first payment due Nov. 25 th. 

 

 

National Junior Honor Society  

 

 ɯÉÐÎɯɁÛÏÈÕÒɯàÖÜɂɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ-)'2ɯÍÖÙ hosting our fall party on November the 14 th!  It was a great success!! 

 

 ÕËɯÈÕÖÛÏÌÙɯɁÛÏÈÕÒɯàÖÜɂɯÍÖÙɯËÖÕÈÛÐÕÎɯÔÖÕÌàɯÛÖɯÏÌÓ×ɯÚÛÙÈàɯÈÕÐÔÈÓÚȭɯɯ3ÏÌÐÙɯÔÖÕÌàɯÉÖÜÎÏÛɯÈÕÐÔÈÓɯÉÌËÚȮɯ

food, and toys.  BDJH and the community appreciates your service! 

 

 

Teen Leadership Pennies for Presents 

 

Help BDJH Teen Leadership help others during the holiday season!  We will be sponsoring a fundraising 

campaign to buy presents for children with disabilities in the Yucatan region of Mexico.   This is the 

ONLY present these children will receive this season and we want to help Carrie's Heart 

(www.carriesheart.org ) , a non-profit organization that helps children with disabilities,  &  Santa fulfill as 

many wishes as possible.  Look for Teen Leadership "Elves" in the parent drive in the morning  and at all 

lunches and give generously to our "Pennies for Presents!"  We will be collecting money from Monday, 

December 8 - Friday December 12th.  Checks may be made out to "Carrie's Heart." 
 

 

BDJH Band News  

 

This past Saturday, members of the Beckendorff JH Band participated in the Region 23 All-Region Band 

auditions at Morton Ranch JH.  Of the over 700 students who competed from schools in Katy  ISD, Alief 

ISD and Houston ISD, 26 students from Beckendorff JH made the All-Region and All -District Bands.  

Those students are: 

 

 

Angela Camille, flute  Aaron Nguyen, alto saxophone  

Anne Deng, flute  Julian Ranz, alto saxophone 

Sara James, flute Andrew Steele, alto saxophone 

Claire Carlson, oboe Gemma Nightingale, tenor saxophone 

Edward Gao, oboe Mark Pinkerton, trumpet  

Sara Gutierrez, bassoon Luciano Santollani, trumpet  

http://www.carriesheart.org/
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Six of these students were also named to the All-Region Orchestra.   

They are:  Edward Gao ɬ oboe, Sara Gutierrez ɬ bassoon, Reagan Broom ɬ bass clarinet, Gemma 

Nightingale ɬ tenor saxophone, Kara Miller ɬ French horn, Melissa Narum ɬ French horn, and  

James Thibodeaux- Trumpet  

 

Two students received the special distinction of earning first chair in the region.   Special congratulations 

to Edward Gao and Sara Gutierrez for their outstanding achievement.  

 

 

Gifted and Talented General Screening  

 

3ÏÌɯÞÐÕËÖÞɯÍÖÙɯ×ÈÙÌÕÛɯÙÌÍÌÙÙÈÓɯÖÍɯÑÜÕÐÖÙɯÏÐÎÏɯÚÛÜËÌÕÛÚɯËÌÚÐÙÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÚÊÙÌÌÕÌËɯÍÖÙɯ×ÓÈÊÌÔÌÕÛɯÐÕÛÖɯ*(2#ɀÚɯ

Gifted and Talented (G/T) program, for the 2009-2010 school year will open on December 1, 2008. 

-ÖÔÐÕÈÛÐÖÕɯÍÖÙÔÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯÈÝÈÐÓÈÉÓÌɯÍÖÙɯ×ÐÊÒɯÜ×ɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÜÕÚÌÓÖÙɀÚɯÖÍÍÐÊÌɯÈÕËɯÔÜÚÛɯÉÌɯÙÌÛÜÙÕÌËɯÉàɯƖȯƗƔɯ

p.m. January 16, 2009. Any student who has not  been screened for G/T within this school year may be 

referred.  

 

At the secondary level, students are screened based upon specific subject matter aptitude in one or more 

content areas.  (English/Reading, Math, Science and/or Social Studies) In the screening phase of the 

identification process, a combination of quantitative (standar dized test scores) as well as qualitative (data 

gathered from parents and teachers) measures are examined. Students who meet district expectations are 

then eligible to participate in the subject area for which they qualify.  

 

Questions regarding G/T screening may be directed through the counseling office or to the campus G/T 

facilitator.  

 

 

Additional G/T Screening for Students Already Identified  

 

Current G/T students who are not being served in all four content areas (English/Reading, Math, Science, 

and/or Social Studies) may request screening for additional courses. Students requesting additional 

ÚÊÙÌÌÕÐÕÎɯÚÏÖÜÓËɯ×ÐÊÒɯÜ×ɯÛÏÌɯɁ1ÌØÜÌÚÛɯÍÖÙɯ ËËÐÛÐÖÕÈÓɯ2ÊÙÌÌÕÐÕÎɂɯÍÖÙÔɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÜÕÚÌÓÐÕÎɯÖÍÍÐÊÌɯÖÙɯÍÙÖÔɯ

the G/T facilitator. These forms will be due to the counseloÙɀÚɯÖÍÍÐÊÌɯÖÙɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ&ɤ3ɯ%ÈÊÐÓÐÛÈÛÖÙɯÉàɯƖȯƗƔɯ×ȭÔȭɯ

January 16, 2009.  

 

For additional information, please contact the school counselor or the G/T facilitator.  

 

Emilia Gonzalez, bassoon James Thibodeaux, trumpet 

Grace Chung, clarinet Shane Smith, percussion 

Edward Liu, clarinet  Katie Elifritz, French horn  

Zachary Masse, clarinet Katelynn Gowen, French horn  

Alaina Roth, clarinet  Kara Miller, French horn  

Reagan Broom, bass clarinet Melissa Narum, French horn  

Katherine Zudock, bass clarinet Kyle Hickman, trombone  


