Upcoming Dates:

2nd grade OL-
SAT/SAT-10 test-
ing—10/19-21

5th grade OLSAT/

SAT-10—10/14-16

CiCi’s Spirit
Night—I10/14
PTA Skate
Night—I10/15

Red Ribbon
Week—10/26-30
OPEN HOUSE—

10/20 from 6 p.m.-7
p-m.

Field Day (K-2)—
10/22

Field Day (3-5)—
10/23

Texas Roadhouse
Night!—10/27

Progress Reports
go home—10/28

Kinder Character
Parade—10/30

Author Visit

(grades 2-5)—
10/30

Election Day, 50th

Cimarron Parent
Communication

October 13, 2009

Curriculum Update Edition

In this edition, we will be spotlighting each grade level and their
curriculum focus for the second six weeks. Additional informa-
tion can be found on teachers’ websites or through email or
classroom newsletter updates.

Note From the Principal

Dear Parents,
We have a wonderful opportunity for our fourth graders during
the week of October 20-23! All of our fourth grade students will
be involved in a Writing Workshop Seminar along with their
teachers! We have paired with West Memorial Elementary to
bring in a writing guru to give our students the tools for writing
success! Each afternoon they will be attending a writing seminar
that builds upon the day before. We are thrilled with the pro-
gress students at other campuses have made through this in-
struction, and are ready for your fourth graders to benefit as
well!

Your Principal,
Mrs. Dickerson

Field Days:

Day of School &
Primary Author
Visit—11/3

We need volunteers! .
Cimarron

Our PE department needs parent volunteers to

Open House

help with our Field Day events the following days:
10/22—grades K-2  10/23—grades 3-5
Call Carol Stevens, PE teacher, at 281-237-6963 if

you can volunteer.

October 20
6-7 p.m.




Kindergarten

We are kicking our second six weeks off with a field trip to Dewberry Farm. Our kindergarten friends will be learn-
ing about the differences between the farm and city, community helpers, fall holidays, our five senses, and weather
changes. In Language Arts, we will continue to learn new sight words, parts of a book, identify upper and lowercase
letters as well as their sounds and rhyming. In Math, we will learn about patterns and how to extend a pattern, use
concrete objects to count, read and write numbers. Please continue to work with your child on their homework daily.

Don’t forget to look at our Kindergarten webpage, as it is updated often.

First Grade

In our second six weeks of first grade, we will be working on addition, subtraction and fact families up to 10,
and practicing our problem-solving strategies in Math. In Language Arts, we will be introducing our Take-
Home-Readers, beginning our spelling program and continuing our phonics and handwriting practice. In Sci-
ence, we will be identifying ways that heat causes change, and we will be learning the parts of a spider with a
rotation of spider stations. In Social Studies, we will work on memorizing our own home ad-

dresses, understanding cardinal directions and learning how to stay safe during Fire Safety Week.

Second Grade

Second grade will be reading different versions of stories with respect to the characters, setting and plot. We will be
making story predictions using illustrations, titles, topic sentences, key words and /or foreshadowing. We will con-
tinue to look at story elements and be able to retell stories. We will recognize, infer and draw conclusions about how

an author’s sensory language creates imagery in a text and support with evidence from the text.
We will be writing short letters that contain logical sentence order. We will continue to write stories with a be-
ginning, middle and an end. We will continue to learn the parts of speech such as nouns, verbs, and adjectives.

In math this six weeks we will continue to work on our addition and subtraction facts. We will learn about the
value of a collection of coins up to one dollar. Students will be able to describe how the cent symbol, dollar symbol
and the decimal point are used to name the value of a collection of coins. We will continue to work on problem solv-

ing using different strategies.

In science we will be learning about living organisms. We will observe plant growth from seed. We will observe
and record the functions of plant parts including the stem, leaf, flower, and roots. We will also compare and give ex-

amples of the ways living organisms depend on each other and on their environments.

We will be reading a time line in social studies. We will discuss the importance of explorers who came to Amer-
ica including Christopher Columbus. Second graders will also learn about the Pilgrims and how they overcame hard-
ships with the help of Native Americans. We will be able to identify the contributions of George Washington as a

national leader. We will also describe pioneer life and how different sources from the past provide information.
The second graders will be going on a field trip to the Outdoor Learning Center on November 9*.  Parents
should check the Tuesday Folders for further information.

Third Grade e

Third grade is off to a great start! After learning how to choose “just right books,” students will learn to recognize
problems and plot in a story. Students will also be working on inference and producing summaries. Take Home Read-
ers are handed out on Tuesday and due the following Tuesday. Students will indentify singular, plural and possessive
nouns in language. The Six Traits of Writing will be incorporated in the writing process as students as students com-
plete a piece of writing. In math, Multiplication will be introduced and fast fact tests will begin over multiplication facts.
Subtraction, estimating sums and differences and money will also be covered. Please remind students to show work
when completing math homework. Science will investigate force, motion and simple machines. Early American his-
tory such as Christopher Columbus and Jamestown will be visited in Social Studies. Thanks for your support in mak-

ing your child successful!
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Fourth Grade

In science, students will learn about how the Earth’s surface changes over time. Students will study about how ero-
sion and deposition caused by the ocean and weathering affect the world we live in. Students will finish up the 6 weeks
with the Rock Cycle. Students will learn about the different types of rocks and how they form.

In reading, 4th grade just finished a novel unit on Tales of a Fourth Nothing by Judy Blume. We are about to begin a
new novel unit on Native Americans using several different novels. This novel unit will tie in with our upcoming Social
Studies TEKS.

Alright history buffs, for the last six weeks we spent our time learning everything we could about the different regions
of Texas. This six weeks we are taking that knowledge and adding to it-Native Americans of Texas. We will learn
about the Comanches, Apaches, Coahuiltecans, Karankawa, and Caddoes and describe the region in which they

live. We will explain how landforms, climate, and natural resources determine population and economic regions in
Texas as well as, compare the regions of Texas using special purpose maps such as landform, climate, vegetation, popu-

lation, and economic regions maps. We will also have Junior Achievement during the six weeks.

In writing this six weeks 4th grade will be exploring the writing process and 4 different types of introductions. They

will learn how to “Hook” the reader with their opening sentence and reel them into their story!

Our 4th grade mathematicians have been hard at work calculating products and quotients! We will continue to
focus on the memorization of our basic facts so that we can apply them to more complex multiplication and division
problems in the second six weeks. We will learn double digit multiplication and long division very soon! It is vital that
all 4th grade students have mastered their basic facts through 12 x 12 to be successful in 4th grade. Please practice

with your child at home on a regular basis.

Fifth Grade n

-~

Fifth graders will begin reading the book Among the Hidden, while incorporating projects using our new
MLDs. Students will have the opportunity to work on projects such as vocabulary, character analysis, chronology,
questioning, and using connections. Also, we will continue to work on good reader strategies such as making con-
nections, making inferences, visualizing, using context clues, and asking questions as they read. Also, please encour-

age your child to read 5 Bluebonnet books so they can attend the celebration in the spring.

In Social Studies, we will be wrapping our study on Colonial times and moving into research and the BIG 6 pro-
ject on the American Revolution. Students will also have the opportunity to incorporate their MLDs in this research
project.

This six weeks in math we will be using estimation of whole numbers and decimals to solve problems using a vari-
ety of basic operations. We will also explore divisibility rules to help with division of whole numbers. In addition,
divisibility rules will be used to identify factors, and to help determine whether numbers are prime or composite.
Coming up in the second six weeks in science we will continue our study of physical science, moving from the
physical properties of matter into our studies of energy and electricity. This includes learning about the various
forms of energy, such as electricity, heat, sound, and light. During this time we will be working with electric circuits
and investigating the properties of light and sound.

We will be using our hand-held mobile learning devices to create multimedia reports in Language Arts. This will
include writing articles, making tables, and using the animation tool. We will also be spending time putting together

our information for our Big 6 project and writing about our heroes of the American Revolution.
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Upcoming Dates:

Early Dismissal—
11/6 @ 12:40

Writing Bench-

mark (grades 2-5)

ART

We have had a wonderful start to the school year! Our Cimarron artists have revealed

—I11/10

PTA Meeting &
3rd grade per-

formance—11/10
@ 6:30 p.m.

Reading Bench-

mark (grades 2-5)
—I11/17

Kindergarten

Scarecrow Day—
11/20

5th grade Aero-

space Mission—
[1/20-21

Fall Party—I1/24

HOLIDAYS—
I1/25-27

Progress Re-

ports—I12/2

PTA’s Breakfast
with Santa &
Book Fair—12/5

Book Fair—I12/7-

10
CiCi’s Spirit
Night—I12/14

their talents with an array of drawing techniques. Through the study of

%*% line, color, shape, and space, the students have created their first pro-

1. ject, along with other one day studies that support the projects to

> come next. Kindergarten and First grades did self-portraits, 2nd, 3rd,

7.7\ and 4th grade did line studies with varying projects, and 5th grade did
[/ “ geometric multiples. Our halls are already beginning to fill with art-
work so all can see. Our next projects will involve borders, back-
grounds, paints, perspective, pastels and crayon reisists, as we continue our exploration
and discovery of the principles and elements of art.

Counselor

CATCH YOUR CHILD SHOWING INDIVIDUALITY—OUR TRAIT OF THE MONTH
Core Essentials believes that a key way to help students internalize the character values
being taught is to “catch” them demonstrating the value. Here are a few suggestions on
how you can catch your child, and let him or her know you see them showing his or her
own individuality.

» Watch for when your child continues to follow the proper behavior and make good
choices when others don’t.

* Look for creative artwork and original writing, and highlight the creative work.

» Watch your child at play and recognize when he or she leads by stepping out and lead-
ing in a positive way.

« Listen when your child shares ideas and other original thoughts.

These are just a few ways you can catch your child showing individuality. The Core Es-
sentials Program believes it takes an INWARD attitude to influence OUTWARD behav-
ior. The Program is based on aligning the home and school to teach character.

If you do catch your child expressing his or her individuality, we would love to hear about
it. Tell us what your child did in a note sent to the school, or an e-mail sent directly to his
or her teacher.

Library

At the end of October, Cimarron will welcome author Robin
LaFevers who will speak to_grades 3-5 on October 30. LaFevers

wrote the Forging the Blade fantasy series and another series about

a girl named Theodosia whose parents run the Museum of Legends
and Antiquities in London. Both series are filled with fun, magic, and
We 0| | be i ng
time and encouraging them to read one before the author comes.
Look for a flyer to come home October 13. Students will be able to
purchase paperback copies of her books for $5.95 and have them

adventure. ntroduci

autographed. LaFevers has a very exciting website that we encour-
age students and parents to visit: http://www.rllafevers.com .

Cimarron Elementary 1100 S. Peek Rd. Katy, TX 77450 281-237-6900
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