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Dear Parents/Guardians, 

 

November is a time for giving thanks for all the good things at Mayde Creek Elementary.  I am thankful 

that we have outstanding students, caring parents, and dedicated teachers.  Every day I witness great 

things happening in this building. 

 

I am also thankful for our new construction which is getting underway this month.  Our ñextreme  

makeoverò will transform this building.   

 

Have a Happy Thanksgiving! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Kerri Finnesand 

Principal, Mayde Creek Elementary 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
November will be a busy month for kindergarten.  We have many activities planned this month. 

 

Our Fall Walk is fast approaching on Friday, November 16.  We will be studying seasons and weather changes.  Ask your child 

what season we are in and what comes next!  We also have our Kindergarten Feast on Tuesday, November 20th from 1:45 ï 

2:45.  All parents are welcome to come. We will be learning about the First Thanksgiving and traditions our families have. 

 

We are still introducing letters and sounds, please practice at home!   There are multitudes of ways for us to apply our new 

knowledge!  A great website to use at home is www.starfall.com.  It helps students practice sounds and gives words beginning 

with those sounds.  This is a website we also use at school. 

 

Donôt forget to keep practicing your sight words, handwriting (especially your name) as well making sets!  
 

Keep Reading!!!     

The Kindergarten Team  
 

 

 

http://www.starfall.com


       

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

We are looking forward to our upcoming field trip to the Houston Zoo on November 8th. Hope to see you at the zoo!! 

Reading:  First graders will learn even more reading skills in the month of November.  They will be able to identify and describe 

the setting in a story.  The will be able to state the main idea of a story.  Students will also learn to use context clues to confirm 

the meaning of a word.  Last month, students learned to make text to self connections through stories.  This month, they will be 

making text to text connections.  Please continue to read with your child at home.  Ask your child questions about the story that 

they are reading.  This will help with story comprehension. 

Language Arts: In Language Arts, we are becoming authors.  We will compose and publish 2 five-page books.  We will do our 

own editing and illustrations.  It is a very exciting time for us. 

Spelling: First graders will continue taking a spelling and phonogram test every Friday. Please help your child by studying the 
words and phonograms listed on the weekly newsletter throughout the week. Students will be taking their orange spelling books 

home every Monday to complete the activities throughout the week. Spelling books will be due every Friday. 

Math:  We will be busy reviewing our addition and subtraction facts this month.  We will be focusing on using strategies such as 

number lines, manipulatives, and drawing pictures to help solve problems.  We will begin studying two and three dimensional 

geometric figures, and using nonstandard units to measure and compare length of objects.  This will be a great month for math!  

We will be doing many fun activities while we explore our new math lessons. 

Science: In science, we will be finishing up our unit on animals.  Donôt forget about the field trip on November 8th to the zoo!  

First graders will be discovering differences between living and non living.  They will learn about the basic needs of living organ-

isms.   

Social Studies: We will be learning all about Thanksgiving family customs and traditions throughout the month of November for 

social studies.  Students will learn about celebrations past and present.  Junior Achievement will also start coming into our classes 
and teaching students about family.  Students will learn about goods and services. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Second graders are super!   

 

Did you know that second graders not only are learning to read but they are reading to learn!  The students have been delving into 

the differences between fiction and non-fiction. Have you ever thought about the characteristics of non-fiction? How is the or-

ganization of the text different from those fiction stories?  Integrating topics of study with reading has been an interesting way to 

see these differences.  The study of Columbus, the Pilgrims, Native Americans, George Washington, plant growth, and coin  

minting not only taught facts and information but gave the students a chance to use strategies to understand non-fiction text  

better.  

 
Give a second grader a handful of coins and he will try to compute the value!  All of our coins have been introduced, counted, 

and used to make change!  Let your student scoop up a teaspoon of coins, dump them out, sort and count.  When you go to  

dinner, make it a family activity to figure the cost of the meal.  Are your clocks all digital or do you still have some analog clocks 

that are perfect for practicing reading the hands to tell the correct time.  The second graders are working on telling time  

correctly to the 5 min.  Terms like ña quarter past, half past, quarter ótilò should be sounding familiar to your student soon. 

November will find grade two learning about temperature, measurement, area and perimeter as well as the night sky, water cycle, 

and weather.  The students will know more about U.S. symbols, heroes, and the government.  Inferences, summaries, context 

clues, and recognizing a storyôs problem and resolution will be the keys to developing deeper comprehension.  

 

A big thanks goes out to all the parents that made the time to visit with your childôs teacher this fall!  Together the parent and 

teacher are an awesome team! 

 
 
 

IRST 

ECOND 



 
  
  
 

 
 

Time flies when youôre having fun!  Third graders sure have been busy.   

Please check and initial your childôs Daily Folder every day.  It is important to monitor your childôs behavior in class.  

Also, please initial your childôs Planner daily.  Your childôs homework will be written down in their Planners first thing 

in the morning.   

The Reading Log for the 3rd six weeks will be assigned next week.  It is due on December 18th.  At least 15 squares 

must be filled out and initialed.  If your child completes the Reading Log correctly and turns it in by the due date, he/she 

will earn a 100 for a Homework Grade.  10 points will be deducted for every day it is late.   

We will have Early Dismissal on November 21st at 12:40 pm.  We have holidays on November 22nd and 23rd.  Happy 
Thanksgiving!   

Look at what our Third Graders will do throughout the month of November! 

In Reading, third graders are continuing to read from various chapter books and completing related activities in small and 

large group settings. We will also combine several seasonal activities with reading skills, such as Turkey facts and opinions, 

Thesaurus Turkeys, Pumpkin Pie sequencing and various picture book summaries. We will conclude the month by reading 

from the National Geographic Magazine and practicing TAKS strategies. 

For Language, we will complete several fun seasonal activities in Language such as Preposition Turkeys, direct quotation 

Pilgrim cartoons, and Thanksgiving Feast Adjectives. Students will complete their Fall Narratives. 

In Math, students will continue counting coins and bills, making equivalent sets, comparing amounts, adding and subtracting 

money, and solving money word problems.  You can help at home by having your child count any loose change around the 

house or asking them to solve problems, such as, ñHow much change you will receive if you spent $4.50 but paid with a $10 

bill?ò  After the money unit, students will begin telling time using analog and digital clocks.  Students will also need to deter-
mine elapsed time, which is the amount of time that has passed.  Telling time is another math skill that can be practiced at 

home.  Also, students started subtraction Fast Facts.  Please continue reviewing addition and subtraction facts with your 

child. 

In Science, we will be conducting many hands-on experiments to help the students understand force and motion, and the six 

simple machines (inclined plane, pulley, screw, wedge, wheel and axle, and lever).   

For Social Studies, the students will be learning about free enterprise. They also will be learning about individuals who 

helped shaped our nationôs capital. Junior Achievement starts November 12, 2007. 

In AE, we started the month of November working on TAKS practice passages to learn our reading strategies. We will con-

tinue to practice these strategies in some of our daily class work.  Ask your child to tell you about the Reading Strategies we 

use at school!  We will also be working on main idea during one of our reading weeks.  For Math, we will continue to prac-

tice subtraction with regrouping problems, as well as money word problems.  Please continue to review the skills at home. 

 

 

 

Reading  
 Fourth graders are continuing literature circles, and classes are reading a  

variety of novels.  In their literature circle groups, students are responsible for a certain job.  Ask your fourth grader about 

the jobs theyôve been doing in class:  Discussion Director, Artful Artist, Character Connector, Word Wizard, Travel Tracer, 

and Literary Luminary. 

Language  
 Students are writing on a daily basis.  We are continuing to go through the  

writing process, starting with prewriting strategies and ending with the publishing stage.  Fourth graders are practicing proof-

reading, revising, and editing their own and their classmatesô writing.  We have studied types of sentences, fragments, and 

run-on sentences and will continue focusing on parts of speech and correct grammar.  Students will take a  

Writing Benchmark test on November 6th. 
 

 

 

 

Math   

HIRD 
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 Fourth graders have studied multiplication and now we are moving on to  

division.  Students will learn long division (with and without remainders) this month.  It is so important that your child has 

mastered his/her multiplication facts through 12x12 so he/she will be successful in math class.  Everything we do this year 

will build on the basic skills and operations, and knowing multiplication and division facts is a must. 

Social Studies  
Students are learning a lot about Native Americans and early  

explorers of Texas.  Teachers have sent home a Native American project for students to complete at home.  If you have any 

questions, check with your childôs teacher about due dates and expectations. 

Science  
 We are currently learning about erosion, weathering, and the rock cycle.   

Students will learn about the types of rocks and how each is formed.  After rocks, we will learn about fossils.  Mr. Wayne 

Voskamp, a retired scientist, has started volunteering at MCE and is working with 4th and 5th grade science classes.  

Throughout the year, students will be doing science experiments with Mr. Voskamp in the science lab. 

We want to give a big THANK YOU to all our wonderful parents who were able to go on last monthôs field trip with us.  

Your support makes great field trips possible for the kids here at MCE, and we appreciate you! 

Finally, please make sure your child is working on his/her reading log and practicing multiplication facts and spelling words 

on a nightly basis.  Thank you!   

(Fourth Continued) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Fifth Grade we are enjoying the cool fall weather! Parents, please continue to read our weekly newsletter to keep up with 

our homework, assignments, and activities. Weôve enjoyed meeting many of you at Parent/Teacher conferences. If you havenôt 

had your conference yet, we look forward to meeting with you very soon. 
In Reading we will be taking the Reading Benchmark test on Tuesday, November 6th.  The Benchmark test is very similar to 

the actual reading T.A.K.S. test, so this will give us a good idea of what we need to do in the next couple of months to prepare 

for the Reading T.A.K.S. test itself.  In class we will be going over fact and opinion, main idea, and sequencing.  We will also 

be trying to finish literature circle jobs.  Studentsô reading logs and reading log projects will be due on Wednesday, November 

7th.   

In Math , we will be continuing problem solving using multiplication and division.  Please work with your child on long divi-

sion, as this is a particularly difficult, but necessary concept for fifth grade.  Just before the Thanksgiving holiday, we will be-

gin working with fractions, which will take us all the way to the winter holidays.  We will start with simplifying and finding 

like fractions and then move on to comparing fractions.  I am excited about the upcoming school-wide fast facts contest that 

begins this month.  Memorization of math facts makes it much easier to be successful in all math concepts.  Fifth graders will 

be responsible for knowing the facts for all operations - addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division.  If your child prac-

tices for just a short while each night, you should see immediate improvement. 
This month in Language, we will continue learning about the various types of verbs and how to use them correctly.  We will 

also be wrapping up our Big Six Research Projects before we begin focusing on the Six Traits of Writing.  Thank you for all 

your help and support during our Big Six Research!  The trait that we will focus on this month is Personal Voice.  Students will 

be encouraged to let their own voice shine through their writing.   

This month in Social Studies, we will be studying the U.S. Constitution and the Bill of Rights.  We will also be learning about 

the creation of our government that includes the three branches of government.  We will be finishing up DARE in the next 

week and DARE graduation is November 14, 2007 at 6:30 p.m.  Also, we are getting ready to begin Junior Achievement.  Jun-

ior Achievement will be once a week during the studentsô Social Studies time.     

In Science, we are exploring many forms of energy: electrical, solar, heat, sound, and light. We have made light bulbs light up! 

We have learned that sounds are caused by vibrations, and we have created our own noise! Soon, we will be reflecting and re-

fracting light. We will learn about resources: renewable, nonrenewable, and inexhaustible. We will discover how fossil fuels 
are formed. We will also learn about the importance of recycling and conserving our natural resources. 
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The fourth grade guidance this six weeks has focused on the importance of goal setting. We talked about that a goal is 

something that you wish to accomplish. In football and soccer, we  are hoping to reach the goal. We also related goal set-

ting to short and long term goals. Short term goals are those you want to reach in the near future like in a day or two or the 

next couple of weeks. Long term goals are those you plan to reach in the future, within the next few months or years. The 

fourth grade came up with three short term and three long term goals. They then selected one to write a plan of action for 
which would help them to attain their goal. A story that Ms. Wisener shared demonstrated the importance of having a plan 

whether we are talking about getting to school on time each day or how we will one day go to college. The fourth grade 

realized that being organized and having a plan helps you to be able to get the job done. Taking the time to think about 

your goals and planning for them is important for your future. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Whether you are a parent with a child enrolled in Katy ISD or a community member interested in keeping up with dis-

trict activities, the Katy ISD Parent Information Center is your gateway to the latest news and information from Katy ISD.  
Services available through the Parent Information Center include: 

Online Grades: Access to your child's grades online (this feature only will be available to a select number of pilot 

campuses during the Fall 2007 semester) 

Campus eNews: Have news and information from your child's campus delivered directly to your inbox 

Meal Pay Plus: Web-based service allows you to access your child's meal account and make meal payments online. 

Katy ISD Update: Receive district-wide news and updates via e-mail 

Stranger Danger: Receive e-mail alerts regarding suspicious activity in our community 
Donôt have a child enrolled in Katy ISD? Community members can also register with the Parent Information Center to 

receive Katy ISD Update, Stranger Danger Bulletins, and even Campus eNews.  
 

 

 

 

 

 
School-wide Title I  ???   

What does that mean for my child? 

Find out at the Title One Parent Orientation Meeting 

 

DATE: Thursday, November 15, 2007 
TIME:  6:00 pmðRight before the PTA  

             Meeting and 4th Grade Program                        

PLACE: MCE Gym 

                     * Learn about our school- wide Title I program. 

                     * Learn about the extra support available for your   

                        child in reading and math.              

                     * Meet the Title I and Comp Ed Staff. 
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