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n, Dear Parents/Guardians, N
November is a time for giving thanks for all the good things at Mayde Creek Elementary. | am tha

Mayde Creek Elementary
November 2007
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=% that we have outstanding students, caring parents, and dedicated teachers. Every day | witness s

A things happening in this building.
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«I am also thankful for our new construction@zhi
S makeovero will transform this building. ‘

$4

A

o, Have a Happy Thanksgiving!
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> Sincerely,
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. Kerri Finnesand
Principal, Mayde Creek Elementary
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November will be a busy month for kindergarten. We have many activities planned this month.

A

¢, Our Fall Walk is fast approaching on Friday, November 16. We will be studying seasons and weather changes. Ask:. Q0K chil
3275, what season we are in and what comes next! We also have our Kindergarten Feast on Tuesday, N&Viearhdr. 281 3 229

N\ 2:45. All parents are welcome to come. We will be learning about the First Thanksgiving and traditions our families .?\;
R ), We are still introducing letters and sounds, please practice at home! There are multitudes of ways for us to apply ounag
knowledge! A great website to use at homenisv.starfall.com It helps students practice sounds and gives words begingi\i
o ’( with those sounds. This is a website we also use at school. l! «I !
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Z» Donét forget to keep practicing your sight words, h:‘dwr

”

' Keep Reading!!!

¢, The Kindergarten Team «
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http://www.starfall.com

ﬁ%&%&%&%&%&%&%&%&%&%&%ﬁ

A

~ We are looking forward to our upcoming field trip to the Houston Zoo on NoverfibefoPe to see you at the zoo!! >
Readlng First graders will learn even more reading skills in the month of November. They will be able to identify and ¢
the setting in a story. The will be able to state the main idea of a story. Students will also learn to use contegbrefines t >
5 the meaning of a word. Last month, students learned to make text to self connections through stories. This montbethe%
- making text to text connections. Please continue to read with your child at home. Ask your child questions abouthtiie s

,, they are reading. This will help with story comprehension.
” Language Arts: In Language Arts, we are becoming authors. We will compose and publishpafiedoooks. We will do our?

¢ own editing and illustrations. It is a very exciting time for us. ‘
< Spelling: First graders will continue taking a spelling and phonogram test every Friday. Please help your child by studyis PRTe

- words and phonograms listed on the weekly newsletter throughout the week. Students will be taking their orange spelll TR
home every Monday to complete the activities throughout the week. Spelling books will be due every Friday.
~ Math: We will be busy reviewing our addition and subtraction facts this month. We will be focusing on using strategles :
7 number Ilnes manlpulatlves and drawing plctures to help solve problems. We will begln studylng two and three dimen

5 We will be doing many fun activities while we explore our new math lessons. .
Sciencel n science, we wil|l be finishing up our uniothe zoal 7Y m a
,, First graders will be dlscovenng differences between living and non living. They will learn about the basic needsmganm%
isms. k )
Social Studies:We will be learning all about Thanksgiving family customs and traditions throughout the month of Novem§i
social studies. Students will learn about celebrations past and present. Junior Achievement will also start comictassge w -
. and teaching students about family. Students will learn about goods and services.
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¢ Second graders are super!

the differences between fiction and Afietion. Have you ever thought about the characteristics offntmnn'? How is the or-
ganlzatlon of the text different from those fiction stories? Integrating topics of study with reading has been angmagetstin
see these differences. The study of Columbus, the Pilgrims, Native Americans, George Washington, plant growth, and, '\u
mlntlng not only taught facts and information but gave the students a chance to use strategies to undefistiom texh
Y better.

{, Give a second grader a handful of coins and he will try to compute the value! All of our coins have been introduced, co
and used to make change! Let your student scoop up a teaspoon of coins, dump them out, sort and count. When you’
that are perfect for practicing reading the hands to tell the correct time. The second graders are working on telling time %
correctlytothe5m|n. Terms | i ke fAa quarter pRst,
~and weather. The students will know more about U.S. symbols, heroes, and the government. Inferences, summaries, n‘
A I
%

¢ dinner, make it a family activity to figure the cost of the meal. Are your clocks all digital or do you still have sange:lanhs
November will find grade two learning about temperature, measurement, area and perimeter as well as the night sk, ?f‘w\ ycI
clues, and recognizing a storyds problem and resol ut j

)

A big thanks goes out to all the parents that ma taed tti
teacher are an awesome team! e
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youbre having fun! Third graders “'?f F
3 e Please check and initial your childbs Daily Fold‘eve
NA Al so, please initial your childds Planner daily.

3 % in the morning

me flies when

, e The Reading Log for the 3rd six weeks will be assigned next week. Itis due on December 18th. At least 15 sqis
‘ must be filled out and initialed. If your child completes the Reading Log correctly and turns it in by the due dat she
& will earn a 100 for a Homework Grade. 10 points will be deducted for every day it is late.

t e We will have Early Dismissal on November2dt 12:40 pm. We have holidays on Novembéf agad 2%. Happy
RN Thanksgiving!

\ Look at what our Third Graders will do throughout the month of November! *
7% In Reading third graders are continuing to read from various chapter books and completing related activities in smalfbsiftd
‘ large group settings. We will also combine several seasonal activities with reading skills, such as Turkey facts and
7% Thesaurus Turkeys, Pumpkin Pie sequencing and various picture book summaries. We will conclude the month by
from the National Geographic Magazine and practicing TAKS strategies. ¢
53275~ For Languagewe will complete several fun seasonal activities in Language such as Preposition Turkeys, direct quo -,1,,\
‘ Pilgrim cartoons, and Thanksgiving Feast Adjectives. Students will complete their Fall Narratives.
‘x In Math, students will continue counting coins and bills, making equivalent sets, comparing amounts, adding and sugj
KA, Money, and solving money word problems. You can help at home by having your child count any loose change ar
house or asking them to solve problems, such as, i

/biII?c‘) After the money wunit, students wil/| begileter-t

ns
ing

mine elapsed time, which is the amount of time that has passed. Telling time is another math skill that can be pra %‘

’ home. Also, students started subtraction Fast Facts. Please continue reviewing addition and subtraction facts with¢0
5 child.

57V |In Sciencewe will be conducting many hands experiments to help the students understand force and motion, and th&”8ix
& simple machines (inclined plane, pulley, screw, wedge, wheel and axle, and lever).
2% For Social Studiesthe students will be learning about free enterprise. They also will be learning about individuals w )
heI ped shaped our nationés capital. Junior Achieve &
3 In AE, we started the month of November working on TAKS practice passages to learn our reading strategies. We ,1,\ on-
A7y tinue to practice these strategies in some of our daily class Wskyour child to tell you about the Reading Strategies W
< use at school! We will also be working on main idea during one of our reading viekslath, we will continue to prac-s
tice subtraction with regrouping problems, as well as money word problelesse continue to review the skills at hom
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: Reading

Fourth graders are continuing literature circles, and classes are reading a
variety of novels. In their literature circle groups, students are responsible for a certain job. Ask your fourth guaders
the jobs theydve been doing in class: Di scussi on
and Literary Luminary.

Language

Students are writing on a daily basis. We are continuing to go through the N
Wr|t|ng process, starting with prewriting strategies and ending with the publishing stage. Fourth graders are pract+C|ro
readl ng, revising, and editing their own and their t as s
run-on sentences and will continue focusing on parts of speech and correct grammar. Students will take a

% Writing Benchmark test on NovembeF.6
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Math
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%’@, (Fourth Continued)
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Fourth graders have studied multiplication and now we are moving on to

division. Students will learn long division (with and without remainders) this month. It is so important that yours
mastered his/her multiplication facts through 12x12 so he/she will be successful in math class. Everything we d(’
will build on the basic skills and operations, and knowing multiplication and division factsusta

Social Studies

Students are learning a lot about Native Americans and early

explorers of Texas. Teachers have sent home a Native American project for students to complete at home. If
guestions, check with your <childés teacher about
Science

We are currently learning about erosion, weathering, and the rock cycle.

Students will learn about the types of rocks and how each is formed. After rocks, we will learn about fossils. Mrs
Voskamp, a retired scientist, has started volunteering at MCE and is Worklngjh\ﬂlliuizﬁ1 grade science classes.
Throughout the year, students will be doing science experiments with Mr. Voskamp in the science lab.

We want to give a big THANK YOU to all our wonder:
Your support makes great field trips possible for the kids here at MCE, and we appreciate you!

Finally, please make sure your child is working on his/her reading log and practicing multiplication facts and spel,
on a nightly basis. Thank you!
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In Fifth Grade we are enjoying the cool fall weather! Parents, please continue to read our weekly newsletter to keep
our homewor k, assignments, and activities. Webve en
~had your conference yet, we look forward to meeting with you very soon. et
Y In Readingwe will be taking the Reading Benchmark test on Tuesday, Noverfibdih@ Benchmark test is very similar to,
the actual reading T.A.K.S. test, so this will give us a good idea of what we need to do in the next couple of monéie to>gfep
5, for the Reading T.A.K.S. test itselfin class we will be going over fact and opinion, main idea, and sequentfagvill also
betry|ngtof|n|shIlteratureC|rcIeJob§t udentsd reading |l ogs and reading

7t R
In Math, we will be continuing problem solving using multiplication and divisiBfease work with your child on long divi- %\%
¢ sion, as this is a particularly difficult, but necessary concept for fifth grawat. before the Thanksgiving holiday, we oid-
gin working with fractions, which will take us all the way to the winter holidajf& will start with simplifying and finding 2%
. like fractions and then move on to comparing fractidrean excited about the upcoming schadtle fast facts contest that %
< begins this monthMemorization of math facts makes it much easier to be successful in all math cofigpigraders will
. be responsible for knowing the facts for all operatioaddition, subtraction, multiplication, and divisiolf.your child pac- a4
tices for just a short while each night, you should see immediate improvement. ;
~ This month inLanguage we will continue learning about the various types of verbs and how to use them coiéetyill > .\
7 also be wrapping up our Big Six Research Projects before we begin focusing on the Six Traits of Wriirigyou for all %’%\%
~your help and support during our Big Six Researthe trait that we will focus on this month is Personal Voistudents will |

% be encouraged to let their own voice shine through their writing.
This month inSocial Studies we will be studying the U.S. Constitution and the Bill of Righitge will also be learning about

, the creation of our government that includes the three branches of goverieewill be finishing up DARE in the next
week and DARE graduation is November 14, 2007 at 6:30 plsn, we are getting ready to begin Junior Achieveménh-

i or Achievement will be once a week during the stud
In Science we are exploring many forms of energy: electrical, solar, heat, sound, and light. We have made light bulbs%#
We have learned that sounds are caused by vibrations, and we have created our own noise! Soon, we will be reflecti
fracting light. We will learn about resources: renewable, nonrenewable, and inexhaustible. We will discover how foss

. are formed. We will also learn about the importance of recycling and conserving our natural resources.
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ting to short and long term goals. Short term goals are those you want to reach in the near future like in a day

&

Whether you are parent with a child enrolled in Katy ISD or @@mmunity memberinterested in keeping up with disg

' trict activities, the Katy ISD Parent Information Center is your gateway to the latest news and information from Kakty
Services available through the Parent Information Center include:

' e Online Grades: Access to your child's grades onlifileis feature only will be available to a select number of p|| ‘\

campuses during the Fall 2007 semester) %

e Campus eNewsHave news and information from your child's campus delivered directly to your inbox

) e Meal Pay Plus:Web-based service allows you to access your child's meal account and make meal payments aphin
e Katy ISD Update: Receive districivide news and updates viarail 3

) )

" Stranger Danger: Receive email alerts regarding suspicious activity in our community '
% Dondét have a child enrolled in Katy | SD? Communit 3

receive Katy ISD Update, Stranger Danger Bulletins, and even Campus eNews.
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Schoolwide Title | ???

What does that mean for my child?

&

Find out at the Title One Parent Orientation Meeting

&

DATE: Thursday, November 15, 2007
TIME: 6:00 pn® Right before the PTA
Meeting and % Grade Program

PLACE: MCE Gym

* Learn about ouschoot wide Title | program.

* Learn about the extra support available for your

child in reading and math.
* Meet the Title | and Comp Ed Staff.
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The fourth grade guidance this six weeks has focused on the importance of goal setting. We talked about that a’ Sz
something that you wish to accomplish. In football and soccer, we are hoping to reach the goal. We also relaticl‘%set-
rth

next couple of weeks. Long term goals are those you plan to reach in the future, within the next few months or y‘ sy The




