Gator Gazette

Mayde Creek Elementary
October 2009
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Dear Parents,

I know we are all ready for fall and cooler temperatutegpears that our students have settled into the new schoold/ear,
areofftoagreatstaBe | ooki ng for conference notes t o c o nbgasking
you to sign up for a conference tinwe really want to meet with all parents and updatetbhem t hei r c hi |
Kindergarten conferences will begin soon.

Thanks to all of you who supported the cookie fundraighis event typically brings in funds that are used to enhance evg;
chil ddés educat i onaWeappreciate allwmocantriduted: e at MCE.

| am happy to see so many of you eating with your children at lunch; however, please remember, as per KISD policy,
immediate family and neachool age siblings are permitted to visit during lunéfe have designated a special parent lun
table. Please enjoy lunch with your child at this designated table. Have an outstanding October!
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Sincerely,
Juli Noeldner, Principal

REK And INDERGARTEN
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Prekindergarten:

We are off to a great start this yedn Language we will continue to work on learning the letters and solrrasK students
are still learning good manners and social skiBon 6t f orget to help with homewo
Kindergarten:

October is a fun filled month for Kindergarten! We will be covering so many great topics!

Our Fall Walk to Cullen Park is fast approaching on Thursday, October 22. Fire Safety and Drug Awareness is also
month. We will be learning about many tips on how to be safe and stay away from drugs!
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We are still introducing letters and sounds, please practice at home! There are multitudes of ways for us to apply ou
knowledge! A great website to use at homenaw.starfall.com It helps students practice sounds and gives words
beginning with those sounds. This is a website we also use at school.

nét forget to keep practicing your sight words,

Keep Reading!!!
The PreK and Kindergarten Team

OOOCOCOOCOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO

Q@@Q@@@@@@
Q@@

T =

=
<

(o3


http://www.starfall.com
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First Grade will be taking their Annual Fall Walk to Cullen Park Thursday, OctoSey@dr first grader will surely make som
memories on our first field trip of the year!

Reading: We will learn about characters in stories, and making visual images in response to reading/listening to a story.—gtu-
dents will learn to compare and contrast different characters. First graders will be able to retell the beginning,dreaidilegaj
details of a story. They will identify the initial, medial, and final sounds in words. We will learn about differerftymes,
like fiction and non fiction. Our first graders will also be working on rhyming and alphabetizing by the first letter. g@
Language Arts: Our first graders are working on becoming authors by developing a better understanding of how to writ
tences. They will work on identifying nouns and verbs, and learn how to use them correctly in sentences. Studentsewill &8
reviewing capitalization and punctuation rules. We will begin working on selecting a topic to write about in our fpagéve
book.

Spelling: First graders will be taking a spelling and phonogram test every Friday. Please help your child by studying the
and phonograms listed on the weekly newsletter throughout the week. Students will begin taking their orange spelling bggk
home every Monday to complete the activities throughout the week. Spelling books will be due every Friday.

Math: We will be busy this month working on our addition and subtraction facts up t@/28uill be focusing on using
manipulatives and having the students draw a picture to represent their protéewmill also look at patterns they find in the
addition and subtraction fact3.he students will be working on fact families and making our fact family hoestinue to
practice with your child to help them know their addition and subtraction facts up fthi8month will be full of fun math
activities &Hd we are looking forward to learning many new math concepts.

Science:We will be learning about heat. First graders will get to do experiments learning about the effects of heat. We
be learning about animals and their parts. First graders will be getting a visit from Harry and Rosie, two taranaraabtotd
spiders on October™8 Students will learn to sort objects and events based on properties and pattern.
Social StudiesTher edés no place | i ke home. Students will be A r
graders will learn how to read a neighborhood map using cardinal directions (north, east, south, and west). Thegawil als

to recite their home address and phone number.
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Second Grade has a busy month! We will begin OLSAT and-BAtesting on October 9. The tests will be given during thy
morning time, over the course of 6 days. This will provide us with valuable information about the abilities of each “Stmje
results should be in around the Christmas holidays.

We are very excited about our first field trip! It is set for Monday, November 2. We will be traveling to the Outdoorg_ea
Center. This is a fun place where we can learn about nature, investigate many animals, and go back to colonial tirees.

get to take a critter home with us to set free! quacem@
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At school, we will be focusing on:

Reading: We are constantly practicing comprehension strategies to focus on meaning. We have been working on me‘u
tion (thinking about thinking as we read), schema (experiences the reader brings with him into the story), text ttexei6 al

text connections. This month, second graders will be able to tell the main idea of a story, summarize what they haee-re

mi ne cause and effect, and analyze character tr ai asslog n ¢

%

this reading for a weekly grade. ‘
Language Arts: We will continue to build our vocabulary every day as we learn new things. Some extra fun tools we wikdegin
to use are: onomatopoeia, vivid verbs, common and proper nouns, and letter writing.

Math: We have been learning that the place a number holds, affects its value (place value). Your child should be able d
correctly any number up to 999. We have learned that knowing fact families will help you memorize your facts! We age aALnin
that numbers can make patterns. Next we will beginé. or
You can practice at home by having your child count your change. Remind them to start with the largest coins first!
Science: We have done extensive work learning about germs, healthy practices, and body systems. Interest was so h|
Roots and stems and seedsé.oh my! Plants will ©be gro n
adaptations. @
Social Studies:The first six weeks was spent learning how to become a good citizen of MCE and our classroom. We al$e
learned about maps, globes, continents, and ocddris.next six weekse will travel back in time to look at how our country‘
got its start. We will touch on Pilgrims, Native Americans, George Washington, the Revolutionary War, and pioneers
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Pl ease check and initial your childds Daily FoIdI

ners first thing in the morning. -

- The Reading Log for the"®six weeks has been assigned. It is due on November 3rd. At least 15 squares mg&tt
filled out and initialed. If your child completes the Reading Log correctly and turns it in by the due date, He
will earn a 100 for a Homework Grade. 10 points will be deducted for every day it is late.

one.
Here is what wedbve been working on and will/l conti n¥
For Reading our third graders will continue to read from various chapter books and complete coordinating activitiegsAe
focus a |l ot of our attention on responding to What‘
lessons. When working on Reading homework make sure students are following those strategies.

@@

In Languagewe will continue to write each day. To go along with our Early Americans Social Studies theme, we
integrate a lot of the information into our writings. We will research and write about this unit.

%

In Math, students will be busy adding numbers using regrouping. We will also begin to subtract numbers with re
This is a difficult skill to master, so please work with your child at home. Students have also begun to work with
cept of multiplication. Problersolving will continue to be a focus throughout the year. Students will begin having
lemsolving homework in math. Fast Facts Tests will be given each FRridegr to the calendar, which is located in t
Daily Folder, to know which facts to work on.

08

In Science we will be studying forces and motion, as well as simple machines. We will be a fun experiment in th
ence Lab this month!
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In Social Studieshe students will learn about Christopher Columbus and Jamestown. After finishing these two so
studies units, your student will be able to inform you how John Smith helped to shape the community of Jamestoyé
why Columbus sailed west to attempt to reach the Far East for trade purposes.

In AE (Academic Extension) we will be reviewing rounding and estimation and addition with regrouping forFoath.
our weeks with reading as our focus, we will be working on fact & opinion and making predicliowards the end of
the month, we will begin working with TAKS passages to help prepare us for our Reading Benthstark
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Wow'i we can hardly believe October has arrived already! Third graders sure have been busy.
e

- We will be attending our first Field Trip to Dewberry Farm on October 8th! Thanks for volunteering to be a caaper-
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class. Al so, please initial your childéds Plan dai
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Fourth graders have really been working hard! This month, we are learning about many exciting topics.
In Reading, students will start participating in literature circles, or book discussion groups. Classes will be reading 3
novels. Classes have been readiates of a Fourth Grade Nothiby Judy Blume. We will be working in guided reading
groups and focusing on skills and strategies to make us better readers. Please make sure your child reads everyenighLg
for at | east 15 minutes. Keep track of all readi reg
due at the end of thé“%ix weeks on November 3rd. They will need to have read 450 minutes.

In Language we are focusing on grammar and building great sentences. We have learned about the four types of
sentences: declarative, interrogative, exclamatory, and command. We have also learned about subjects, predicates, agd how t
avoid writing runon sentences or fragments. Many classes use the $&nigory Grammar curriculum to help with these ofin
cepts. We are still working on finishing our personal narrative. | know they will be great! ;
Fourth grademathematiciansare studying multiplication. We have reviewed multiplication facts and rules, and we are
ing upon what was learned in third grade. We will be learning &nd threedigit multiplication, as well as multiplication ;
with regrouping. It izvital that your child knows his/her multiplication factsiQ) with speed and accuracy. Almost every

thing we do in math relies on these skills. Please make sure your child studies multiplication facts at home. »
InScience we will focusing on erosion, Earthdéds changes a r
conserve resources. Your Scientist will experience a variety of videos and labs to reinforce these concepts.

This month, your student will take a walking field trip to Cullen Park. We will talk about the weather we are expenmc@

water cycle, the type(s) of clouds, as well as looking for evidence of erosion and different types of rocks. Your ceéd w;
to purchase or bring a sack lunch from home on this day. Be on the lookout for the permission slip. As always, tham @

support at home! ‘ii
Fifth Grade is fantastic! We are now settled in our routine and looking forward to this 6 iRggksits, please remember to

ni tial your c¢chil dds conduc td tHamks. ldeecrare some df the trangscthatsaie goming 0 n
We will be very busy in.anguagethis six weeks. Our students will be doing a major research project that accompani r‘

book they are readingsland of the Blue DolphinsThe students will be using several different sources to research an a
fish, bird or other related ocean life form that they select. We anticipate that the project will run the entire six rabks pi
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We are expecting quality product from each of our students.

In Reading, our students will be reading the chapter bisténd of the Blue Dolphing.he students will focus on the followm
reading skills: main idea, summary, fluency, character traits, and feelings. Please be sure that you child is readTngdal
home readerd twice during the week, as well as gettirl
In Social Studies we will finish Jamestown , the original 13 colonies will begin studying all facets of the American Rev§
tion. We will start with the French/Indian War, and then move into taxation without representation, and finally the Am
Revolution.

In Sciencewe are now experts at describing physical properties of matter! Next, we will be learning aboui qreeenyial
and kinetic. We will study many forms of energy: electrical, solar, heat, sound, and light. We will be doing lots of etpe

so students can observe energy in action! $

In Math, we will be multiplying and dividing whole numbers@d3di gi t numbers) and weol be |
composite numbers. WedlI l earn to identify common f a or s
remember the basic multiplication facts. This would be a great time to get out those flashcards and practice!
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Grade 5 Gifted and Talented (GT) Screening:

November 2 December 16

If you are interested in having your child screened for GT classes in junior high for th@ @01l 8chool year please con-
tact Ms. Wisener, school counselor, to have a parent checklist sent home.

Grades 14 Gifted and Talented (GT) Screening:

November 30December 15

If you are interested in having your child screened for GT for the-201Q school year please contact Ms. Wisener,
school counselor, to have a parent checklist sent home.

@OUNSELOR @ONNECTION

INDIVIDUALITY: Discovering who you are meant to be so you can make a difference
Why is individuality important? Because individuality builds confidence. A child who is encouraged in his or her efforts
wi Il confidently explore and | earn to use his or her
they are special, children are able to accept others as individuals. Individuality develops the foundation of healthy self
esteem. We can encourage children by giving praise for successes, and gently instructing when failures come.
Here are three ways you give your child the chance to discover their individuality.

Acknowl edge e ach Parhaftheday and wandegofiveatching esach child develop into an individual is tq
observe how he or she meets daily challenges. It requires a deliberate exploration of their physical talents and persongy
traits. We dondét want to force every child into the
Allow discovery.The process of recognizing oned6s individual i tW
or problems. Children need to see why they succeed or fail. Personalizing that knowledge is the key to their reahzan@
individuality. Kids need freedom to fail as well as freedom to succeed in order to best discover who they are meant to
Speak words that encouragel earning what makes us an individual involves many emotional ups and downs. Knowing2
chil do temperament will help you choose what kind ?Qa

may give an explanation of why you believe they fall‘ii
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will help your child discover how his or her approach to a problem can be improved.

CATCH YOUR CHILD SHO WING INDIVIDULAITY

Core Essentials believes that a key way to help stud
demonstrating the value. Here are a few suggestions on how you can catch your child, and let him or her know you se€;
them showing his or her own individuality.

A watch for when your child continues to follow the .
A Look for creative artwork and original writing, ang
A watch your child at play and recognize when he or ‘
A Listen when your child shares ideas and other ori g'
These are just a few ways you can catch your child showing individuality. The Core Essentials Program believes it ta <
an INWARD attitude to influence OUTWARD behavior. The Program is based on aligning the home and school to tea
character. 3
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If you do catch your child expressing his or her individuality, we would love to hear about it. Tell us what your child d|t@
a note sent into the school, or amail sent directly to his or her teacher.

© 2009 Core Essentials, Inc. All rights reserved. www.coreessentials.org.
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GatoREAD Programd Students have been learning about the program requirements in library. Information was se
in the Tuesday folder. The program begins Monday, September 28. Encourage your Gator to read and earn tags fog
reading chain.
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Fall Book Faird The fall book fair will be held the week of November 2. We are planning an evening event for Thurs
Nov. 5. We always need help@rgspecially on the Monday preview day. If you can help, please call the library office a
-237-3978 or 281237-3979.

xtra ews
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Friday, 10/9: Report Cards Go Home
Tuesday, 10/13: Love and Logic Training @ 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

‘ Monday 10/19: Red Ribbon Week Begins
Tuesday, 10/20: Love and Logic Training @ 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.
) Cookie Dough Pick Up Day
Thursday, 10/22: CAT Meeting at 8 a.m.

: Red Ribbon Rally @ 1 p.m.
‘ Monday, 11/2: Fall Book Fair Begins
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