
Earth Science Words 
 
Soil A resource composed of rock and mineral fragments, humus, air and water. 
Humus The remains of dead plants and animals that mix with soil. 
Sediment ς Silt or soil, good for plant growth because it absorbs water. 
Deposition ς The process of dropping or depositing sediment (soil) in a new location. 
Erosion ς The carrying away of rock or soil by wind, water or ice. 
Weathering ς The process that breaks down rock. 
Renewable Resource ς A resource that can be replaced in a short time. 
Nonrenewable Resource ς A resource that can be used up. 
Recycle ς To reuse materials. 
Fossil Fuel ς A substance such as coal, petroleum, or natural gas formed over millions of years 
from the remains of organisms and used today as an energy source. 
Solar Energy ς Energy that comes from the sun. 
Sun ς The star closest to earth that provides energy. 
Sun Spots ς 5ŀǊƪ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴΩǎ ǇƘƻǘƻǎǇƘŜǊŜ όǎǳǊŦŀŎŜύΤ ǎǳƴǎǇƻǘǎ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ŘŀǊƪ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ 
are cooler than the rest of the sun. 
Gravity ς The force that causes attraction between objects that have mass. 
Atmosphere ς ¢ƘŜ ǘƘƛƴ ƭŀȅŜǊǎ ƻŦ ŀƛǊ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ŜŀǊǘƘΩǎ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǘŜǊ ǎǇŀŎŜΦ 
Water Cycle ς The process by which water is renewed and used over and over again on the 
earth. 
Condensation ς The change in a substance from a gas to a liquid. 
Evaporation ς The process by which a liquid becomes a gas. 
Precipitation ς Any form of water that falls from the clouds to earth (rain, snow, sleet hail). 
Tides ς The movement of the ocean caused by the gravitation pull of the moon. 
Rotation ς The turning of the earth on its imaginary axis. 
Revolution ς The trip the earth makes around the sun once every 365 days. 
Anemometer ς A weather instrument that measures wind. 
Barometer ς A weather instrument that measures air pressure. 
Air Mass ς ! ƭŀǊƎŜ άōǳōōƭŜέ ƻŦ ŀƛǊ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƘǳƳƛŘƛǘȅ 
throughout it. 
Inexhaustible ςIncapable of being used up or worn down.   
Orbit ς The path that one object in space takes around another object in space. 
Conservation ς The wise use and protection of natural resources. 
Air Pressure ς The weight of air pushing on everything around it. 
Carbon Dioxide ς A gas made of carbon and oxygen atoms that plants need for photosynthesis. 
 


