Movies are definitely an integral part of our culture. They demonstrate many of the spoken and

unspoken truths of our everyday lives. The productions and messages are as complex as the characters

and those that produce the scenes. Both are the product of visionaries; the efforts of clever individuals

and the hard work of many talented groups working with a common mission. We have set the stage at

Griffin for an award winning feature film starring very outstanding students, faculty, staff and

community members. We are looking forward to a fabulous third year where, once again, we present to

you our very best. After the hoopla and drama of last year, where at times it felt as though we were Bill

Murray in “Groundhog Day, tlassivmeerung exétinglcotairkcallsagd f or war d
the best reviews ever.

Here are a few trailers for you to enjoy this summer. They include the highlights of 2007-2008, as well as
a preview of the 2008-2009 school year, sure to be an award winning year. Grab some popcorn and a
drink..and | et us bduringthissuminér,wsHave found “tse |lisgnydoaie 1t .h"a t

First, allow me to introduce you to our Elementary Advanced Program Description. Throughout Katy ISD,
the need for advanced learners in mathematics and science in grades 4 and 5 will be met through Math
and Science Investigators, a curriculum compacting program. Curriculum Compacting is an instructional
pacing strategy which supports differentiated instruction for advanced learners. It provides students
who demonstrate a high level of mastery of unit content prior to instruction, demonstrated by student
performance on a district developed pre-assessment, the opportunity to extend their learning through
related replacement activities connected to the curriculum. We are excited about the new program of
differentiation and have faculty working hard this summer preparing to deliver even more personalized
instruction in math and science.

Another great opportunity afforded to this campus of lifelong learners comes to us from Rice University
and Conoco Phillips in the form of a grant awarded to our 07-08 Teacher of the Year, Lisa Frison. Lisa will
attend training in science instruction weekly through the Conoco Phillips Rice University Elementary
Model Science Lab. She will gather great resources, hands on labs for classroom use and immerse
herself in research-based science instruction. She will then turn-around and use her talents and skills to
enhance science instruction on our campus by training faculty and using even better strategies and
structures in her classroom. This program will benefit Griffin in many ways:

Access to TAKScopes

Weekly Training

A variety of publications

Feedback from participants and leaders in the field of science education
Contacts within a larger community of scholars in the greater Houston area.
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We congratulate her for receiving this appointment and look forward to learning even more from Lisa in
the coming year.

Last year we placed a concerted amount of energy into improving our science TAKS scores while

maintaining a focus on meaningful and appropriate science instruction. As a result, we established our
“Sizzling Science” Vo0-& $tudants veho participated ig thegorograimor gr ade s
received dog tags for their AR chains after scoring successfully on vocabulary tests in Earth, Life and

Physical science. A word wall was created in the intermediate hallway and information was presented to

students on the morning announcements as well as in the Griffin Grill Newsletter for parents. Tons of

labs were completed on campus and our 5" grade prepared for the TAKS test with a week-long“ Sci enc e



Safari.” Hard work pays off! Congratul &grddasns t o s

met expectations on the TAKS/Science. Wehad60% ac hi eve “commended perf or ma
Science as an area needing improvement and as you can see we met and exceeded the 90% needed for
an“ Exempl ary” performance.

Although unofficial, we received above the passing standard in each area tested with TAKS in 3" through
5™ grade with at least 90% of our students meeting expectations. We look forward to an exciting official
announcement from the state. We are proud of =ever

The themeforthe08-0 9 s chool yea+Whiesr e M&EER rti undgiseenss Par amount
appropriate for we have earned our walk on the red carpet with the success in front of the cameras and

behind the scenes. Our volunteers clocked 23,000 hours of service this past school year. We assisted

close to 1400 students with high levels of learning and achievement, and we continued to serve others

by supporting such organizations as the K-9 Unit of the Katy ISD Police Department, A.A. Milne
Elementary HISD, MOMs (Mothers o f Military), Lion’s Club, Project
Women’'s shelter, 0 U yKatySChristigni MingtriesraadrBongieHdlland 0 me n

Elementary. While we are learning, we work close to home and reach far and wide to assist those in

need. Over the past two years we have gained so very much from our efforts to assist others.

As we continue to focus our work on student learning, we examine our current data and plan
accordingly. “In house” we will work to uncover, through studying the masters, the best practices for
small group instruction in reading, math and science. Our faculty will spend time completing book
studies on guided reading and improving comprehension. We will jump start our year by hosting and
attending a day of training with Kim Sutton of Creative Mathematics. Golbow Elementary will join us as
we look to expand our use of manipulatives to enhance concept development. We are excited about this
opportunity to learn and grow with our district friends.

Our projected enrollment f or this upcoming school year iis 756.
for updates introducing our new faculty members. They are coming soorto a school near you!

Have a peaceful, restful summer. Parents, instead of mandatory naps in the Keithan household, we had
mandatory reading siestas. Everything and everyone shut down once a day for two hours mid-day to
read. We found it a great way to clock summer reading hours for the kids and a great way for me to
chalkof f best sel |l e rdctiofdlpeadmd Take care andwe Bopeatasek you at the
“Bear Foot” 'fomu4pm-Bpom ifydwag new to ouBarea!

We wi | | keep vy 6puo tulpidgahtte’d aotn MGE. -

Jacki Keithan
Principal



